[Ultrastructural aspects of cholesteatoma of the middle ear].
Middle ear cholesteatomas were intraoperatively obtained from 6 male patients and studied under light (L.M.), transmission (T.E.M.) and scanning (S.E.M.) electron microscopy. Cholesteatoma proved to be formed by keratinizing squamous epithelium, or matrix, and by connective tissue, chorion or perimatrix. With regard to the matrix, a progressive differentiation of cells belonging to the stratum germinativum could be observed towards spinosum, granulosum and corneum cells with formation of keratinized lamellae. Moreover, keratinocytes and Langerhans cells were found in the stratum spinosum. The perimatrix consisted of granulation tissue, or inflamed subepithelial connective tissue displaying inflammatory cells. Furthermore, the advancing front of cholesteatoma proved to be formed by lymphocytes and plasma cells, partially covered by respiratory type epithelium.